
23 October 2022, Homily Notes 30th Sunday C 
Relating humble prayer to contributing to the life of our parish. 

Readings: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18; Psalm 34; 2 Tim 4;6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 
 
1. Scripture lessons summarized:  
 
2. The first reading, from Sirach, is a perfect companion piece to the Gospel parable.  In one striking 
image from Sirach, the writer declares: 

 

"The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds to reach the unseen throne of God.”  “The Lord is 
not deaf to the wail of the orphan, nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint.” “The 
one who serves God willingly is heard.”  

 

Such prayers are heard because they come from the hearts of people who know how much they need 
God.  Although God has no favorites and answers the prayers of all, the oppressed, the orphans, the 
widows, and those who can least help themselves are His special concern.  The best prayer is humble 
and selfless service. To be able to do this in our parish, we must know who we are and what we are 
like. 
 
3. In the second reading, the former Pharisee Paul, like the publican in the Gospel parable, humbly 
acknowledges, his work as accomplished by the grace of God, and he thanks God for enabling him to 
fight a good battle, to run a good race, while keeping his Faith intact and proclaiming it. May we 
together as a parish offer up such thanks to God. 
 
4. In today’s Gospel parable about the Pharisee and the tax collector, Jesus is explicitly speaking to 
those who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone else.  Jesus reminds us 
that God hears the prayers those who approach Him in humility with a repentant heart. God did not 
hear the prayer of this Pharisee because he exalted himself. His prayer was a prayer of thanksgiving 
that he was not as evil as other people.  He announced to God his freedom from sin and detailed his 
fidelity in observing the prescribed fasts and in giving tithes. The tax collector’s prayer, “O God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner,” was heard because he humbled himself, acknowledging his sins and 
requesting God’s mercy. 
 
5. Definition of humility: Humility is the virtue by which a Christian acknowledges that God is the 
author of all good. Humility avoids inordinate ambition or pride and provides the foundation for 
turning to God in prayer (CCC 2559). Voluntary humility can be described as “poverty of spirit” 
(CCC 2546). Often considered the greatest of the virtues.   
       
6. Definition of pride: Pride is one (frequently listed first) of the seven capital sins. Pride is undue 
self-esteem or self-love, which seeks attention and honor and sets oneself in competition with God 
(CCC 1866). I invite you to look up these references in the Catechism and pay attention to the 
footnotes. 

 
Let us be balanced and realistic about how we evaluate ourselves, not excessively but honestly 
and accurately. 

 
7. It is clear that we want to be the kind of people described in these readings, humble, oriented to 
care of the most vulnerable and eager to serve God. Last week we talked about how all the baptized 
have been made part of the Body of Christ, that is, the Church. We form a parish of people who are 



called to worship and serve one another together. Hence, we need to know who and how many are 
here. One way to help to do this is a parish census. 
 
8. The Parish Census: Every large organization must make a census once in a while. Even the U. S. 
government takes a census every ten years. For a parish it is a particularly important activity, because 
we are the People of God, together in the Parish of St. Boniface, Chandler. 
 
9. Why do we need a census? We really don’t know each other. Many people just don’t bother to let 
the parish know they are present. They just assume that the parish should know they are there. After 
all, they have showed up several Sundays in a row, maybe they made a retreat, or got married in the 
parish, or had their child baptized. However, this is simply not how a parish works. Pastors change. 
Staff changes. People move and do not tell the office about their move, etc. 
 
10. A parish works best when the parishioners know who they are and make certain the parish 
knows they are present. Hence, the current census is important. Note! The census is not the same as 
registering in th``0 
``` 
e parish. The census provides us a “snapshot” of everyone who wants to be recognized as a member 
of the parish. We hope that everyone who participates in the Census also registers in order to receive 
the envelopes for giving and the Diocesan newspaper. 
 
11. We have handed out the census sheets as you came into church. Please fill out the census and 
return these sheets to the office or put them into the boxes for the census in the entrance to the 
Church (One census per family). We urge every parishioner to make certain you participate in the 
census. Your census and your parish registration say to the rest of the parish, “Here am I, Lord. I 
come to do your will. Count on me.” Thank you for your participation. God bless. 
 
13. Reflective Questions: 
1. How can we best be able to judge whether we are behaving in a proud or a humble way?  
2. Can we accurately judge this ourselves? 
3. Do we dare ask people close to us, like our spouse or family members, for honest feedback? 
4. This is one of the functions of spiritual guidance or spiritual companionship. Do you have anyone 
who helps you in this way? 
 
14. The three basic questions for each homily: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself. 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and 
discipline my children into becoming? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


